Swiss development cooperation in Haiti by unknown
of 2010. The 2014–2017 cooperation strategy plac-
es a greater focus on longer-term cooperation with 
Haiti with the aims of improving living conditions for 
the poorest people in rural areas and strengthening 
the rule of law. To this end, Switzerland is support-
ing projects in the three key areas of rule of law and 
governance, agriculture and food security, and re-
habilitation and disaster risk reduction. The latter 
objectives are supported by humanitarian aid. Geo-
graphically, activities are mainly concentrated in four 
provinces in the country’s south. In addition, Swit-
zerland strives to ensure better coordination among 
donors and the benefits this brings in the effective-
ness of development cooperation.
Rule of law and governance: improved basic 
services and protection of human rights.
With investments in infrastructure and capacity de-
velopment, Switzerland supports the Haitian gov-
ernment in improving drinking water supplies and 
sanitary facilities and in protecting natural parks in 
rural areas in close cooperation with the population. 
It also selectively strengthens institutions working 
in the areas of human rights for women and young 
people and improving prison conditions. Switzerland 
supports the building and sustainable operation of 
new drinking water supply systems in three rural 
communities, closely involving the local population, 
especially women, in planning and operation. Be-
tween 2011 and 2013 this initiative provided over 
20’000 people with access to drinking water and 
sanitary facilities.
Agriculture and food security: raising farm 
incomes 
Switzerland is working to improve food security. Ini-
tiatives include boosting agricultural production, di-
versifying the product range and better storage and 
marketing of produce. Concurrently, Switzerland 
contributes to building government capacity to deal 
with crises and provides targetted food aid when 
Swiss development cooperation in Haiti, prin-
cipally in the south, focuses on the rule of law 
and governance, agriculture and food security, 
and on rehabilitation and disaster risk reduc-
tion. Switzerland also strives to ensure better 
coordination among donors and the benefits 
this brings in terms of effectiveness.
Context 
Haiti is the poorest country in Latin America. Some 
80% of the population lives on less than USD 2 a 
day; in 2013 Haiti occupied 161st place (out of 186 
countries) on the Human Development Index. The 
country is frequently devastated by natural disas-
ters, such as the 2010 earthquake that took roughly 
200’000 lives. Overall the country remains strongly 
dependent on foreign aid. Even security is guaran-
teed by a UN mission.
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been providing support for Haiti 
since the late 1990s. It greatly intensified its human-
itarian involvement after the devastating earthquake 
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moting equality of men and women in the planning 
and implementation of its programmes. In the area 
of governance, Switzerland promotes responsible 
government at the national, regional and local level.
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs such as Helvetas Swiss Intercooper-
ation 
 › International NGOs: International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), Plate-
Forme Haïti de Suisse, Fonkoze (microcredit insti-
tution), Réseau national de défense des droits hu-
mains, Centre Œcuménique des Droits Humains, 
Collectif contre l’impunité
 › Ministries, regional and local administration
 › Multilateral organisations (e.g. Inter-American 
 Development Bank, ICRC, UN organisations such 
as the UNDP and World Food Programme)
 › Donor community (G12+, bilateral donors)
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 7.6
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 5.8
Total 13.4
needed. Thanks to Swiss aid, farmers near the Forêt 
des Pins national park are developing new sources 
of income such as cultivating and selling thyme. This 
reduces pressure to fell trees to make ends meet. Be-
tween 2011 and 2013, 800 rural families increased 
their farming income by roughly 80%.
Rehabilitation and disaster risk reduction: 
safe infrastructure 
Switzerland is helping to rehabilitate schools de-
stroyed by earthquakes and hurricanes. In develop-
ing construction standards and sample layout plans 
and making them available to the state and other do-
nors, it also contributes to capacity-building across 
the whole sector. Switzerland works to reduce the 
effects of natural disasters overall by enabling appro-
priate risk analysis and preventive measures.
Humanitarian aid: building schools 
By the end of 2013 two earthquake- and hurri-
cane-resistant schools had been built with Swiss 
funding, providing over 20 classrooms for nearly 900 
pupils. A further two school facilities will be com-
pleted by autumn 2014. The Haitian government has 
also approved two school prototypes developed by 
Switzerland which will henceforth be available for all 
parties in this sector to use.
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland’s most important multilateral partners in 
Haiti are the Inter-American Development Bank (in 
the areas of drinking water and sanitary facilities, 
environment and agriculture, and school facilities), 
the United Nations Development Programme UNDP 
(donor coordination, rule of law), the ICRC (human 
rights) and the UN World Food Programme (food as-
sistance).
Transversal themes: gender and governance
Switzerland is systematic in implementing its gender 
policy, taking account of gender aspects and pro-
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  27'750 km2
Population     10.124 million 
Annual population growth    1.3%
Life expectancy at birth women/men    63.3 / 60.9 years
Per capita GDP  725.6 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day ca. 80%
A Swiss project (carried out by Helve-
tas Swiss Intercooperation) improves 
access to drinking water and sanitary 
facilities in the countryside.
Switzerland helps farm families earn ex-
tra income by cultivating new  products.
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Switzerland helps improve access to 
education by building earthquake- and 
hurricane-resistant schools.
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